Inproteo Spin-off Companies Prosolia and Tienta Sciences Score Big          in Life Sciences Business Plan Competition

      Indianapolis, IN – June 29, 2004 – Inproteo, an alliance of Eli Lilly and Company, Indiana University and Purdue University, announced that its two spin-off companies, Prosolia and Tienta Sciences, Inc., have been awarded second and third place in the second annual Purdue University Life Sciences Business Plan Competition. John Hurrell, Inproteo President, said, “We are very pleased to have Prosolia and Tienta Sciences recognized for their innovative technologies. Their selection for these awards is further evidence of their on-point business strategy.”

      The Life Sciences Business Plan Competition was founded by Roche Diagnostics two years ago. In addition to Roche, the sponsors for this year’s competition included BioCrossroads and the Indiana Health Industry Forum. The competition attracted 30 business plan entries from six states. A panel of 11 judges, including venture capitalists, health industry professionals and industry service providers, narrowed the field from the 30 original entries to eight finalists. The eight finalists were all startup companies, with products in various stages of development within the biosciences industry, competing for funding and recognition. 

Inproteo spin-offs Prosolia and Tienta Sciences were among the eight finalists. Second place, worth $20,000 in cash and $8,000 in in-kind services, was won by Prosolia. Prosolia uses mass spectrometry technology to create protein arrays. The goal of the company is to advance proteomics and drug discovery and development.  Prosolia also will receive $20,000 as Indiana's top entry. 

John Campbell, Prosolia President and CEO, said, “What was most valuable from the competition was the interaction with leading industry minds and the opportunity for greater awareness and recognition for Prosolia. It is also gratifying to have your company’s business plan judged one of the top best.”

   Capturing third place was Tienta Sciences, who was awarded $15,000 and $8,000 in in-kind services. The company focuses on the development of proprietary substrates and their applications for Raman, infrared, and mass spectrometry to revolutionize biomedical research and medicine. SpectRIM(, Tienta Sciences premier product, is a substrate that allows Raman and infrared (IR) spectroscopy of protein specimens.

    Tienta Sciences Vice President of Sales and Marketing, David Kolasinski, said, “Aside from the cash prize, it is very positive to receive the independent verification that we are on track. The judges recognized the soundness of our business plan and the tremendous potential of our technology. This also gives us increased exposure and greater access to people and other resources.”
About Prosolia

 Prosolia is developing technology that uses a mass spectrometer to separate and isolate proteins for the production of consumable protein microarrays (“protein chips”).  Prosolia’s technology was developed at Purdue and is based on a novel protein ionization method that maintains protein conformation and function. Prosolia’s ion soft landing (ISL) technology is a process whereby ions of a pre-selected mass-to-charge ratio are separated and selectively deposited on a proprietary disposable surface in such a manner that the integrity and biological activity of the ionized molecules are retained. The company has three patent applications pending, an experienced CEO in place and is planning further developments and growth.

For more information, contact John Campbell, Prosolia President and CEO, telephone 317-278-6111 or email busallianc@aol.com. 

About Tienta Sciences

     Tienta Sciences is headquartered in the Indiana State Certified Technology Park at the Indiana University Emerging Technologies Center in Indianapolis.    With laboratories in the Purdue Research Park in West Lafayette, Indiana, Tienta Sciences develops products to facilitate Raman, infrared and mass-spectroscopy analysis to monitor and assess changes in proteins in a manner that provides greater sensitivity and significant cost savings over current technology. Tienta Sciences is a spin-off company of Inproteo LLC, a company established by Eli Lilly and Company, Indiana University and Purdue University to commercialize cutting-edge research in proteomic tools and analytical methods. 

     For more information, visit www.tientasciences.com or contact David Kolasinski, Tienta Sciences Vice President of Sales and Marketing, phone 317/278-6108 or email dkolasi@attglobal.net.

About Inproteo

     Prosolia and Tienta Sciences are spin-off companies of Inproteo, an alliance of Eli Lilly and Company, Indiana University and Purdue University to commercialize cutting-edge research in proteomic tools and analytical methods. In addition to Eli Lilly's significant research and development capabilities, the analytical chemistry departments of Indiana University and Purdue are ranked among the nation's top four. Drawing on these resources, Inproteo has filed 40 patents and formed two companies since its inception in early 2002. For more information on Inproteo, visit www.inproteomics.com or contact John Hurrell, Inproteo President, at 317/278-8185 or email jhurrell@inproteomics.com.
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